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Anti-Bullying Week 09

The Ryes School, is a school for young people with educational and social needs, with other complex needs. We continually, throughout the year, try to implement new anti-bullying strategies and initiatives.
The following were carried out, around and during, Anti-Bullying Week 09, at The Ryes’ various locations on the Essex / Suffolk border. 

1.Young people and staff completed their versions of NSPCC Checkpoints. This is an holistic self audit, which will be the basis for an action plan to create a safer environment, and therefore combat bullying.
2.Very active on Blue Friday – all the staff and young people throughout The Ryes dressed in blue – we tried to encourage BBC Radio Suffolk, The East Anglian Daily Times and Babergh District Council to do the same. The reasons behind Blue Friday were explained to the young people at The Ryes, and there was a very positive response, including a Blue Friday T-shirt workshop.
3.The school held an anti-cyber bullying poster competition, and the prizes were various gift vouchers. Public displays within the school have been made with some of the posters.
4.A number of classes showed anti-cyber bullying DVDs, which were then followed by discussions and syndicate work, and then included all types of bullying. 
5.Another DVD the young people looked at, was “See Something Say Something”. This was produced by Bold Creative, and was re-shown on Nickelodeon TV during Anti-Bullying Week ’10. The Ryes School played a big part in making this anti-bullying film, and there is a special thanks on the credits.. BBC Look East, Radio Suffolk and the local press followed the story. http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/8368304.stm
6.“See Something Say Something”, was nominated for a BAFTA, and The Ryes School was invited to the Awards at The Hilton in Park Lane, London. It was a magic moment when “See Something Say Something” was called out as the winner. The young people and staff, who had helped make the film were extremely proud when they were asked to go and pose with the BAFTA and the producers 
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It was rather fitting that an anti-bullying film won a BAFTA so close to Anti-Bullying Week.

7, Anti-Bullying Week also coincided with Children in Need – the young people practiced and trained for a Danceathon – many other initiatives to – the young people decided that the money raised should go to children in need, who are bullied.
8. The Ryes, during this time also redrafted its anti-bullying policy, with the view to create a more “user friendly” one for the young people to more readily understand.
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